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SIG  REPORT 

Fall Study and Go Abroad Virtual Education Fair 

What international students are looking for? 

Introduction 

On September 23rd Study in Greece participated in the Study and Go Abroad Virtual Education 

Fair organized by Recruit in Canada. SiG members had the opportunity to present the wide range of 

study options offered by Greek Universities to students from North America and other world regions. 

The fair reached 980 visitors from 44 countries. During the event we were able to gather information 

regarding the visitors-students’ age, as well as the level of program, and subject-areas of their 

preference.   

 Age:  

 
15-17                                                                                 48.0%  

18-24                                                                                 34.0%  

35 and over                                                                        8.5% 

25-34                                                                                   7.5% 

under 15                                                                             2.0% 
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 Level of program sought  

 

 
 

 

Undergraduate programs                                                      48.0% 

Postgraduate degrees or diplomas                                      31.0% 

Short-term programs, exchanges, summer programs      13.0% 

Work abroad/volunteering/internships                               6.0% 

Language programs                                                                  2.0%  

 

In terms of age, the vast majority of students consisted of adolescents (48%) and young adults (34%), so 

it came as no surprise that most were looking for Undergraduate programs (48.0%) as well as 

Postgraduate degrees or diplomas (31.0%). 

However, what impressed us was the demand for Short-term programs, exchanges, summer programs 

etc. which reached the percentage of 13%. 
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 Subject areas requested 

The below pie chart indicates the top major choices that international students prefer. 23% students 

prefer Physical and Life Sciences, including Medicine, Dentistry. In addition to Physical and Life 

Sciences, Social Sciences, including Law and Business, as well as technological subjects such as 

Engineering, Computer Science and IT account for 19.0% and 16.0% respectively. Students’ interest in 

the field of Humanities, including Psychology and Politics –with a percentage of 11%- is also worth-

mentioning. 

 

 
 

Physical and Life Sciences, including Medicine, Dentistry     23.0% 

Social Sciences, including Law, Business                                   19.0%  

Engineering, Computer Science, IT                                            16.0%  

Humanities, including Psychology, Politics                               11.0%  

Arts including Visual Arts, Architecture and Film/Media       8.0%  

Applied Sciences, including Hospitality                                     3.0%  

 

Undecided/other                                                                          20.0% 
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Conclusion 

This research is conducted by SiG with the hope to provide a basic understanding about the preferences 

of international students. The conclusion of this research is that if Greek higher education institutions, 

want to attract more international students, should offer more International Undergraduate Programs, 

as well as more Short-Term Programs, like Study Abroad Programs and Summer Schools, something 

that will also boost Greek academic tourism.  

As far as it concerns the subject areas we should invest in, the analysis justifies the decision of the two 

biggest Greek Universities – Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, and National and Kapodistrian 

University of Athens to create the 2 first English-taught Medical Degrees since the field of Physical and 

Life Sciences comes first in the preferences of international students. Furthermore, the high demand for 

technological subjects strengthens the argument of those who consider that Greece should invest more 

in innovation and cutting-edge research. As for the subjects related to Social Sciences, and Humanities, 

it goes without saying that with the development of a well-structured and internationally-oriented 

strategic plan, Greece has the cultural background and the potential needed to become an international 

center in these fields.  

 

 

 

 

 


